NOTES: CANTO IV,  20-37.	163
'letter from the Earl of Northumberland to King Henry VIII., pre-
served among the Cotton MSS. Calig. B. vii. 179, the reader may
estimate the nature of the dreadful war which was occasionally waged
upon the Borders, sharpened hy mutual cruelties, and the personal
hatred of the wardens, or leaders.
'Some Scottish Barons, says the Earl, had threatened to come
within " three miles of my pore house of Werkworth, where I lye,
and gif me light to put on my clothes at mydnight; and alsoo the
said Marke Carr said there opynly, that, seyng they had a governor
on the Marches of Scotland, as well as they had in Ingland, he
shulde kepe your highness instructions, gyfFyn unto your garyson,
for making of any day-forrey; for he and his friends wolde burne
enough on the nyght, lettyng your counsaill here defyne a notable
acte at theyre pleasures. * Upon whiche, in your highnes name, )
comaundet dewe .watche to be kepte on your Marchies, for comyng
in of any Scotts.—Neuertheless, upon Thursday at night last, came
thyrty light horsemen into a litil village of myne, called Whitell,
having not past sex houses, lying towards Ryddisdaill, upon Shil-
botell More, and there wold have fyred the said howses, but ther
was no fyre to get there, and they forgate to brynge any withe
theyme; and took a wyf being great with chylde, in the said towne,
and said to hyr, Wher we can not gyve the lard lyght, yet we shall doo
this in spyte of hym; and gyve her iii mortall wounds upon the heid,
and another in the right side, with a dagger: whereupon the said
wyf is deede, and the childe in her bely is loste.   Beseeching your
most gracious highness to reduce unto your gracious memory this
wylful and shamefnll murder, done within this your highnes realme,
notwithstanding all the inhabitants thereabout rose unto the said
fray, and gave warnynge by becons into the countrey afore theyme,
and yet the Scottsmen dyd escape.   And uppon certeyne knowledge
to my brother Clyfforthe, and me, had by credible persons of Scot-
land, this abomynable act not only to be done by dyverse of the
Mershe, but also the afore named persons of Tyvidaill, and consented
to, as by appearance, by the Erie of Murey, upon Friday at night
last, let slyp C of the best horsemen of Glendaill, with a parte of
your highnes subjects of Berwyke, together with George Dowglas,
whoo came into Ingland agayne, in the dawning of the day; but afore
theyre retome, they dyd mar the Earl of Murreis provisions at
Coldingham; for they did not only burne the said town of Coldingham,
with all the corne thereunto belonging, which is esteemed worthe cii
marke sterling ; but alsoo burned twa townes nye adjoining thereunto,
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